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2014-2015 LGTA Workshop Calendar  
 
September 
Introduction to Tutorials (co-facilitated with Dr. Wakeham) 
Introduction to Marking (co-facilitated with Dr. Wakeham) 
  
Friday, October 17th, 1-3 p.m. 
Strategies for Teaching Close Reading and Critical Thinking  
While presenting current pedagogical research on teaching close reading and critical thinking in post-
secondary education, this participatory workshop will develop specific discussion and writing activities 
that cultivate these skills in undergraduate students.  
  
Friay, November 28th, 1-3 p.m. 
Teaching Writing 
This workshop will provide an opportunity to learn and share successful strategies for assisting students 
through the essay writing process from thesis statement to revision. While largely focused on the essay’s 
‘big picture,’ this workshop will also discuss effective ways for instructing undergraduate students on 
writing mechanics and research skills. 
  
December 
Grading Coffee House I 
A mostly informal session in which participants are invited to bring their marking assignments and work 
in a collegial atmosphere. Both the Lead TA and other workshop participants will be available to consult 
on grading challenges. Some resources on time management skills will also be available. And coffee! 
  
January 
Presentation and Lecture Skills 
Many graduate students have the opportunity to present a lecture as part of their TA assignment. Whether 
you are preparing a lecture this term or looking to develop this skill for future employment, this workshop 
will provide an opportunity to share experiences and successful strategies for organizing, writing, and 
presenting a lecture as well as incorporating active and participatory learning on a larger scale (beyond 
the tutorial.) This workshop will feature a panel of experienced graduate student presenters. 
  
February 
Discussing Sensitive Topics in Tutorial or Essays 
This topic ranked highly among TA respondents to September's LGTA needs assessment survey. Many of 
us may have had the experience of students making racist, sexist, or other comments in tutorial or in 
essays. This workshop will generate strategies for how we can productively respond to such challenges in 



class, tutorial, office hours, and essays. Experienced TAs are particularly encouraged to attend to share 
their experiences.  
  
March 
Time Management 
As we approach term paper and exam season, this workshop focuses on strategies for tracking and 
managing your time as a TA, maximizing your hours so that you can focus on coursework and research--
and have time for breaks! We will discuss effective strategies for organizing tutorials, grading, taking 
time for reflective practices, and the work/life balance, including innovative uses of the classroom/tutorial 
(“flipped classrooms” etc.).  
  
 
April 
Grading Coffee House II 


