
MINUTES OF GENERAL MEETING 
THE GRADUATE ENGLISH 

SOCIETY WESTERN UNIVERSITY 
JANUARY 21, 2019 

 
Call to Order: The second general meeting of the 2018-2019 year, held in UC 1401, was called 
to order by Lori Maddigan at 10:01 am. 

 
Attendees: Erin Akerman, Madison Bettle, Dan De Paulo, Mahdieh Ezzati, Tim Golub, 
Jeremy Johnston, Sidra Khan, Lori Maddigan, Ariana Potichnyj, Blake Robertson, Lisa 
Templin, Courtney Church 

 
Regrets: Ian Hynd  

 
Proceedings 
1. Welcome – Lori Maddigan and Tim Golub 
 Lori opened the meeting by acknowledging the land upon which we meet is situated on the 
traditional territories of the Anishinaabeg, Haudenosaunee, Lunaapeewak and Attawandaron 
peoples. She commented upon the importance of land acknowledgments and asked that we keep the 
treaty relationship between Indigenous nations and European settlers in mind throughout the 
meeting so as not to reduce the acknowledgment to rote repetition.  
 
2. Approval of the agenda:  

The agenda was approved without amendments. (Motion: Tim / Second: Lisa) 
 
3. Approval of the minutes of September 28, 2018 (see GES website). 

The minutes were approved without amendments. (Motion: Lori / Second: Tim) 
 
4. Business arising from those minutes 
 At our last meeting Tim mentioned that Dr. Rowlinson was floating the idea of an 
experiential learning course for PhD 2s. As of now we’ve had no further word from the 
department on the course. There was talk of the course potentially including the GES co-chair 
position(s), but there was general agreement today that taking up the co-chair position is not 
feasible for a PhD 2 who is taking courses, studying for comps, and working as a teaching 
assistant.  
 
5. Reports 

a. GES Co-Chairs report 
Tim and Lori brought two common concerns about comprehensive exams to CGS. The 

first concern, that the exam date is generally set only 1-2 weeks out, can’t be dealt with as 
undergraduate exams have priority over the computer labs in which the exams are written. The 
department can’t set a firm date until the undergrad exams are first scheduled so it’s unlikely that a 
comprehensive exam date can be set any earlier.  

The second concern, that comps may interfere with winter semester term papers, has been 
settled. Up until now the unofficial policy is that PhD 1s and 2s registered in winter term courses 
can defer their term papers to the summer semester. This will become official policy so that comp 
writers need not worry about writing and submitting winter semester term papers until after the 
May exam.  

Lori drew our attention to a recent email from Dr. Jones regarding nominations for writer 
in residence. There is no official selection committee for writer in residence anymore—a graduate 
student used to sit on a departmental committee but the last graduate student elected to that 



position heard nothing from the department about a committee. We will bring this up to the 
department so that a graduate student representative can be chosen if the department forms an ad 
hoc committee following the nomination period. Madison notes that we used to have an official 
position that was voted on for the GES. It’s only this year, Lisa added, that we didn’t fill the 
position. 

There’s been some confusion amongst the PhD 1s regarding the comprehensive exam 
meeting that generally takes place in January. Lisa noted that the meeting is usually in January; 
this was news to Ariana, who noted that the PhD 1s hadn’t heard tell of a cohort meeting about 
comps (at least no official word from the department). Lori and Tim made a note to bring this to 
Matthew. Courtney had sent an email to Leanne earlier today and Leanne is aware that the meeting 
hasn’t occurred yet.  

 
b. Treasurer’s report 
We’re doing very well financially thanks to some successful book and bake sales in the 

past few years. Courtney has been trying to get a hold of the Grad Club for a Christmas Party 
invoice but hasn’t heard back yet. We’re looking good going into second semester, though. 
(Courtney from the future adds that this expense has been settled as of January 22nd). 

  
c. Social Coordinators’ report 
Winter Book Sale: Preparations with the Social Committee are beginning this week. The 

sale will be held on the week before Reading Week (February 11th-13th or 12th-14th) in 
anticipation for Valentine's Day, which we will try to include in our plans. 

 
Surplus: Considering how much money we have accrued over the past two years at 

unprecedentedly popular book sales, we believe that we could spend our funding more 
enthusiastically on social events. An event during late February/early March may give a boost to 
morale among comps writers, especially if it is mostly free for students. 

 
Post-Comps and End of Year: These are far away, so no planning has gone into these. 
 
Social Committee Participation: Social Coordinators have found it hard to round up MA 

and PhDs this term in comparison to previous years. We will need to be more aggressive in finding 
members, though a more organized book sale will likely allow people to engage more thoroughly. 

 
d. Academic Coordinator’s report 
Sidra is planning on running Fieldnotes again this semester. She plans on circulating a call 

for papers during the first week of February and beginning the series the week after reading week. 
Fridays seem ideal as there’s only one graduate seminar on Friday mornings and so students and 
faculty should be able to attend on Fridays. The length of the series will depend on the number of 
participants.  

Dr. Phu plans on holding a mock conference as well leading up to Congress. Papers will be 
15-20 minutes and will be good practice for conferences. Sidra would appreciate it if you could 
participate.  
 

e. SOGS Councillors’ report 
 Ariana notes that the SOGS presidential election is happening this month and there are two 
candidates this year. Madison, SOGS CRO (chief returning officer) for the election, noted that 
voting will open on February 4th at 8am and close February 5th at 8pm. Keep an eye on your emails 
for voting information. Madison encouraged GES members to read both candidates’ platforms 
(see: http://sogs.ca/presidentialelection/) so that you can make an informed decision when you 
vote. 



 Ariana added that SOGS has been seeing an increase of students needing support so they’re 
looking for two people to help collect data for four months beginning this month, Jan 2019. The 
project will hopefully indicate how to improve services and help students in a more timely manner. 

Ariana also added that SOGS counsellors have been asked to check on language 
requirements within their departments. Since summer semester is generally less busy than the fall 
and winter terms it may be more feasible to check off language requirements in the summer term.  
 There is also now an Indigenous student bursary available to First Nations, Indigenous, or 
Metis students, valued at $1000 per year for 10 years. The bursary would be awarded to one 
student each year between 2019-2020 and 2028-2029. This award is for a FNIM student who 
qualifies for a SOGS bursary (SOGS members). The deadline for applications is September 30th.   
 Madison concluded by encouraging the GES to apply for the SOGS wellness fund.  
  
6. New Business 
 Lisa reminded everyone that Write Club is our running silent writing time on Thursdays 
from 10-12. You can work on anything, not necessarily writing. It’s a good opportunity to get 
some dissertation writing done.  
 She added that we also had a successful writing retreat in December. Lisa pitched the idea 
of having a similar retreat over reading week, preferably for a multi-day event. We could apply for 
the wellness fund and potentially use that money for this event. Tim agreed to look into the 
wellness fund application on the SOGS website.  
 Blake also reminded folks that our coffee hour, Ground and Fury, is every Thursday 
following Write Club in the Grad Lounge. 
 
7. Adjournment 

Tim declared the meeting adjourned by unanimous consent. (Motion: Tim / Second: 
Madison). Meeting adjourned at 10:35am



 


