
MINUTES OF GENERAL MEETING 
THE GRADUATE ENGLISH 

SOCIETY WESTERN UNIVERSITY 
APRIL 3, 2020 

 
Call to Order: The first general meeting1 of the 2020-2021 academic year, held via Zoom, was 
called to order at 1:03 pm EST. 
 
Attendees: Raj Banerjee, Kiefer Davies, Adam Debosscher, Alexa DiCecco, Anmol Dutta, Tim 
Golub, Sammy Hacker, Ryanne Kap, Zahra Kara, Élise Ottavino, Ariana Potichnyj, Tom Prime, 
Jackie Reed, Alexander Sallas, Colton Sherman, Lisa Templin, and Courtney Church  
 
Proceedings: 
Arianna opened the meeting by explaining that October’s Town Hall is in a general meeting 
format because the GES has some general housekeeping that has come up since the last town hall 
in September. Though the items listed on the agenda are titled “reports,” the co-chairs also 
recognize that it has been only twenty-five or so days since the GES elections and, with that, 
official reports aren’t expected. 
 
Colton opened by acknowledging that Western University, where many (though not all) of our 
members are currently living and working, is situated on the traditional lands of the Anishinaabek, 
Haudenosaunee, Lūnaapéewak, and Attawandaron peoples, on lands connected with the London 
Township and Sombra Treaties of 1796 and the Dish with One Spoon Covenant Wampum. 
 
With this, the GES respects the longstanding relationships that Indigenous Nations have to this 
land, as they are the original caretakers. The society acknowledges historical and ongoing 
injustices that Indigenous Peoples (e.g. First Nations, Métis, and Inuit) endure in Canada due to 
settler-colonial violence and systemic oppression, and we accept responsibility as a graduate 
society to contribute toward revealing and correcting miseducation as well as renewing respectful 
relationships with Indigenous communities through our teaching, research, and community 
service. 
 
Agenda 
1. Approval of the agenda 

The agenda was approved without amendments. (Motion: Tim / Second: Lisa) 
 
2. Approval of the minutes 

Minutes from the September Town Hall were not circulated. They will be forwarded to the 
social media coordinator along with these minutes. 

 
3. Business arising from those minutes  
  N/a 
 
4. Reports 
a. GES Co-Chair Report 
i. COVID-19 Campus and Operations Updates 
ii. Department Meeting Summary - October 16, 2020 
 

 
1 But second meeting, following the Town Hall on September 28th, 2020 



Ariana began the co-chair report by noting that Dr. Manina Jones was receptive of what the 
co-chairs, Ariana and Colton, had brought forward at the department meeting. Of particular 
concern for graduate students is that it is hard to make connections with potential 
supervisors and second readers over Zoom. 

 
The co-chairs also mentioned that several formal complaints have been put forth by 
numerous graduate students. The anonymous complaints have addressed issues to do with 
professors’ facilitation of Zoom meetings and, in some instances, professors discouraging 
students from wearing masks in class. Manina and Ariana met via Zoom to address these 
concerns and Colton adds that if there are any developments let he or Ariana know. As 
cochairs, Colton and Ariana will take this on so that complaints to the department can 
remain anonymous. 
 
With respect to Zoom classes, the department is going to look at options for how to 
facilitate a Zoom seminar or class. There was talk within the department of hosting a 
session about how to structure Zoom classes (possibly a GDP session) though there are no 
concrete plans as of yet.  
 
The Dean of Arts and Humanities attended the department meeting and thinks we need 
more interdisciplinary work in our department and across campus. There was some talk of 
hosting Zoom events not by department but by shared social activities and interests. 
 
Colton and Ariana also raised the stretch goals fundraising idea to the faculty and played 
on the sense of building a community within the department beyond academic research. 
Though no faculty members voiced a commitment to participating, Colton noted that there 
were some heads bobbing and smiles in the Zoom room. Colton will follow up with the 
department in the next week or so to see if there’s any interest in participating. They also 
broached the idea of an interview series where graduate students interview various faculty 
members. Lisa adds that you may need to ask specific people if you know a faculty 
member with a particularly interesting hobby or talent. Adam suggests that John Leonard 
might be up for reciting Paradise Lost from memory.  

 
iii. Fundraising 
- Treasurer’s report – Courtney 

As noted at the September Town Hall, I haven’t drafted a typical budget because the GES’s 
usual social events and fundraisers won’t work in an online environment. That said, the 
GES is doing incredibly well financially, and are even in a place to run a small deficit 
should fundraising prove difficult this year. Should any of the GES executive have a social 
or academic event in mind that requires funding, do let me know.  
 
The biggest issue we have now is that the GES does not currently have access to online 
payments as we don’t have a credit card with attached to our bank account. I’ll make an 
appointment with TD to see what our options are so that we can more readily access funds 
from a distance. 

 
-  Social Coordinators’ report – Elise and Zarah 
 

Elise noted that this year’s social coordinators have a few ideas for how to host the annual 
Christmas party in an online environment. They acknowledge the limitations of accessing 
and distributing things for events (crafting supplies, for example) geographically, though 
an online ugly sweater party could be fun. 



 
Elise and Zarah also note that they are soliciting ideas from people and open to suggestions 
for online events.  
 
Ariana added that the undergraduate English society, the Coterie, recently had a movie 
night tweet-along where the members and faculty watched and tweeted along to The Great 
Gatsby. Quite a few profs were on board; one even got a twitter account specifically for the 
event. 

 
Lisa asks if there is still a social committee, a group that could be incredibly useful for 
brainstorming social events during the pandemic. Colton agrees that it could be a good idea 
to strike a committee.  
 
There was some general talk as well about movie steaming. The consensus was that 
something akin to the Coterie event would work better than one person streaming a film 
over Zoom. Whereas many people watching their personal Netflix accounts simultaneously 
works well, one person streaming for several people over Zoom is incredibly slow and 
cumbersome.  

 
Alexa added that book exchanges for Christmas are popular and could be something to 
look into. Ariana agreed, and added that this could be a good idea during the run-up to 
comps as well. 

 
-  Academic Coordinator’s report – Anmol and Tanja 
 

Anmol said that she and Tanja are very keen on continuing the graduate student speaker 
series, Fieldnotes, this year. They don’t think they’ll get the series up and running this term 
as Jackie suggested, but they’re planning to begin the series early next year or perhaps in 
March. They also are thinking about hosting a graduate student conference, again 
sometime next year. They are also open to ideas from other GES members. Jackie 
volunteers to give her Fieldnotes talk, a presentation that she was supposed to do in the 
spring. 

 
- SOGS Councilors’ report – Alexa  

Alexa introduced herself and noted that, since she was just elected, there’s not much to 
report. That said, she is keen on attending the SOGS meetings.  

 
5. Orders 2020-2021  
 
Motion for budget allocation for GES Website upgrades 

Presented by: Ariana Potichnyj, Co-Chair 
(Second: Raj) 

 
Ariana put forward the motion to move to a subscription-based website hosting service for 
the GES website. This website would be a better way for GES members to stay abreast of 
events within the department, particularly for those students who don’t have social media. 
Paid services offer more options than the free WordPress blog account we’re currently 
using including more accessible templates, members-only access (useful for fundraising 
and events), a calendar, etc. 

 
  The motion was approved with unanimous consent.  



 
Motion for the creation of a GES position: International Student Representative 

Presented by Colton Sherman, Co-Chair 
 

Colton noted that there seems to be a general concern regarding the equitable 
representation of international students within the department. International students have 
concerns over funding, access to TAships, and, of particular concern, the fact that a large 
proportion of in-person TAships this year are held by international students. Given that 
there is now a sizable contingent of international students with specific concerns, it seems 
fit that the GES have an elected representative to represent international students. It also 
demonstrates that we as a society stand in solidarity with our international student 
colleagues.  
 
Jackie adds that it’s a fantastic idea, especially considering that the University seems to be 
reneging on the promise to charge international PhDs domestic tuition. As the sole 
international student in her cohort, she felt that a lot of her concerns weren’t taken 
seriously. 

 
Ariana proposes an amendment to the motion since the motion as presented does not 
stipulate that an international student should hold this position. Adam agrees, but to a 
point, since that would preclude someone in his particular situation; he entered the program 
as an international student, but his immigration status has changed over the course of his 
degree. He also noted that there may be years where there are not a number of international 
students in the department and it would be better to have a domestic student fill this 
position rather than letting it fall by the wayside.  
 
After discussing the wording of the motion, we opted to include “preference given” to an 
international student.  

 
The motion was approved with unanimous consent. 

 
Motion for the creation of a GES position: Year X Representative 

Presented by: Lisa Templin 
 

Lisa explained that it’s far too easy for those students beyond the fundable years to feel 
isolated or not involved. This position would enable those beyond year 4 to raise their 
concerns, and the Year X Representative could facilitate social events and communication 
between the GES and those beyond funding. Preference for the position would be given to 
year X students within the term of the position. 

 
The motion was approved with unanimous consent. 

 
Motion to conduct a by-election 

Presented by: Ariana Potichnyj, Co-Chair 
 

Ariana noted that since we have just approved two new positions, we need a by-election to 
gather nominations and hold a vote (or declare a position acclaimed). 

 
The motion was approved with unanimous consent. 

 
 



6. New Business 
• Concerns raised in Google Form 
• Forum Discussion 

 

Union stewards – Colton, Tom, Taylor 

Colton noted that PSAC have a negotiating team which is spearheading the bargaining. 
Colton hasn’t been too involved (Their Town Halls are not announced until hours before 
the events which has precluded me from participating), but things look as though they’re 
going well as far as he can tell. Usually if there are questions about working conditions 
(such as a TA going over weekly hours) the issue is usually resolved in house. 

 Tom also introduced himself and is looking forward to helping out. 

MA representative – Ryanne 

Ryanne introduced herself and noted that there isn’t too much going on as of yet. The MA 
cohort seem to know each other pretty well already, which is good. She did not that many 
of the MAs missed the grad buddy event held in September, but they do seem keen on 
getting involved when the opportunities arise. 
 

Ground and Fury – Kiefer 

Kiefer will be holding the weekly coffee hour, Ground and The Fury, starting this Friday, 
October 30th, at 1130 (Zoom link is available through Facebook). This seemed like a good, 
open time-slot, but if anyone has concerns about the time do let him know. He’s looking 
forward to making newcomers feel more welcome and allowing people to become 
(re)acquainted. Like the social coordinators he welcomes any suggestions.  

Google forms:  

• Jackie is hosting a Halloween team trivia event on Saturday, October 31st at 8pm. If 
anyone is interested let her know. Lisa added (in ALL CAPS in the chat!) that it’s an 
excuse to wear costumes. Jackie also noted that she holds drop-in craft-nights over Zoom 
on Monday evenings from 7-11pm on Zoom EST. Anyone can come!  

• Lisa hosts a weekly write club event over Zoom which is now immediately after Ground 
and Fury. She also hosts a longer version of write club which meets every weekday 
morning at 9am and 4pm EST to set up goals and talk about what people have 
accomplished that day. It’s a great place for helping one another overcome writing 
challenges.  

• Ariana noted that Manina is on board with considering how graduate courses are 
structured next semester. Lots of students aren’t comfortable being on camera for three 
hours, or having their kids popping into the background from time to time. There’s also 
the issue of burnout and Zoom fatigue to take into account.  

• Ariana added that the department is also aware that grad students are concern about work 
and timelines, especially time management to do with milestone completion (IRP, comps). 
Dr. James Purkis mentioned that he’s aware PhD 1s and 2s are nervous about comps and 
he is planning on hosting a general information session in the near future. Ariana also 
noted that the department has no intention on using Proctortrack. 

• Finally, with the American election only days away, Ariana added that she’s part of an 
Americanist group which has made several bingo cards for the debates leading up to the 



election. Should you want a card for election night on November 3rd, let Ariana know. 
There will be a YouTube link to a livestream of the election distributed. 

7. Adjournment 

Ariana declared the meeting adjourned by unanimous consent. (Motion: Lisa / 
Second: Jackie). Meeting adjourned at 2:19pm EST.



 


